
Outlines
Organization is key!





Outlines – The Purpose

•Organize your sub-topics
• Integrate your research
•Structure your paper
•Create a roadmap for your writing

YOU WILL USE THE OUTLINE TO WRITE YOUR 
PAPER…



WARNING – NO PERSONAL PRONOUNS FROM 
HERE ON OUT



Outline Format

Working Thesis/Introductory 
Paragraph 

• Introduce your topic, offer some 
context as to where you intend 
to go, and end with your 
working thesis.   



Introduction of Topic

Education is a complex and stagnant 
industry in the United States.  



Intended direction/sub-topics for discussion

Technology, economics and students have all evolved 
over history, while classroom instruction has largely 
remained unchanged.  Other developed countries have 
educational systems that far exceed the achievement 
of American students, despite educational spending 
being greater in the US vs. other countries.



Working Thesis – Revised

Traditional educational models are 
failing students and require a change, 
the current model is causing a 
generation of citizens who lack critical 
thinking skills, are unprepared for higher 
level education, and who don’t have the 
skills necessary to hold a steady job. 



Working Thesis – Revised

Traditional educational 
models are failing students 
and require a change, the 
current model is causing a 
generation of citizens who 
lack critical thinking skills, 
are unprepared for higher 
level education, and who 
don’t have the skills necessary 
to hold a steady job.

Stake a claim

Create a defensible 
argument

State what you 
intend to prove



Outline Format

Collapsible Outline Format
• Outer #’s – Main subtopic
• Lowercase letters – other areas for 

discussion within subtopic
• Roman Numerals – Points to be 

made/exploration within the other 
areas of the subtopic

• Inner #’s – Research points, or 
additional points/exploration 
areas.





Back to Notecards

KIPP Schools - a model with a focus on high 
expectations and building character enforced by a 

disciplined, structured approach to education.

Yiannouka, Stavros, and Zineb Mouhyi. “There Is 
No One-Size-Fits-All School Model: Developing a 
Flexible and Innovative Education Ecosystem.” 

Brookings, Brookings Institute, 3 Apr. 2018,

www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-
development/2018/04/03/there-is-no-one-size-
fits-all-school-model-developing-a-flexible-and-

innovative-education-ecosystem/.

One Size Fits All

École Dynamique - educational freedom, 
democratic governance, and personal 

responsibility.

One Size Fits All

“Yet, by certain terms, they are both quite successful and 
have other schools emulating their models worldwide. We 

came out of that roundtable ever more convinced that 
when it comes to education, there is no one-size-fits-all 

model.”
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fears; therefore causing anxiety and a greater 

likelihood of failure” 
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At its Core…An Outline is:

•A roadmap for you to follow in your writing.
•A conglomerate of topics, ideas and research.
•A more organized and detailed way to plan and 
structure your writing.
•The key to success in any writing task, in any 
discipline. 



Next Steps…

•Don’t overcomplicate this process…
•Don’t oversimplify it either…
•Use your research.  Use your ideas.  Use your 
viewpoints.  
•Your outline SHOULD be beefy, but more 
importantly, it should work for YOU.  



Timeline

• Researching and notecards are ONGOING!!!
• Outlining – Semi-ongoing 
• Outlines are due no later than 2/17 @ 11:59pm.
• Submit via my website, as a PDF.  Same submission 

rules as your abstracts, annotated bibliographies, 
research installments…hopefully you get the drift by 
now.  

• E-mail or print submissions will not be accepted under 
any circumstances.  

• Plan ahead




