
Drafting, Citations & 
Sources

Time to write!



Start Writing

•Head your paper appropriately.
•MLA Format – You should be experts by now!  
•This is a DRAFT – mistakes are okay…
•Just start writing.
•USE YOUR OUTLINE TO WRITE!!!



Drafting





Acceptable Types of Citations

•Parenthetical Citations
•Lead-in Citations



Acceptable Types of Citations

•Parenthetical Citations
•Lead-in Citations

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatti
ng_and_style_guide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html



Parenthetical Citations

• Citing your source in a set of parenthesis 
• Example:



Parenthetical Citations

• All citations should direct your reader 
to your works cited page, and should be 
in direct relation to the work being 
cited.



Example #2



Example #3



Lead-in Citations

• Can be used to replace parenthetical 
citations.  

• Gives credit to person, organization 
or writer as a part of the narrative. 

• When using a lead-in citation, it still 
serves the purpose to direct your 
reader to your works cited. 

• Examples:
• “According to…”
• “So and so says…”
• “The ____ states…”



Example





How to Incorporate Sources

•Paraphrase
•Direct quotation
•Block quotation



Paraphrase

• Re-write the source’s main points in your own words.
• Cite the source
• Does not require quotation marks. 
• Example:



Direct Quotation

• State EXACTLY what was said by 
the source.  

• Must have quotation marks.
• Parenthetical citation goes 

OUTSIDE of the quotation marks.
• This example has BOTH a lead-in 

citation and a parenthetical 
citation.

• Use direct quotations for shorter, 
more concise quotes.  

• Longer quotes should use block 
quotes.



Block Quotation (Paraphrase)

• No quotation marks
• Lead-in citation or parenthetical 

citation.  In this case, it has both.
• Double indented
• Single spaced
• If quote in the middle of the 

paragraph, no indent required on 
the next line.  If you are starting a 
new paragraph, indent.



Block Quotation (Direct Quote)



Works Cited

• Keep your works cited up to date
• Ensure citations are in proper MLA 

format
• Include as much information as 

possible
• Only copying and pasting URL’s is 

UNACCEPTABLE
• See the examples…



Bottom Line…

• Use your outline to start writing your paper
• Set a schedule for writing – DO NOT ATTEMPT TO WRITE ALL AT 

ONCE.
• Use your time wisely.
• CITE, CITE, CITE, CITE, CITE…
• Failure to Cite a source is a failure of this assignment.  
• Proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.  
• It’s a draft…mistakes are OKAY…but don’t make more work for 

yourself later.



Common Faux Pas in Student Writing

• Capitalization
• Their/They’re/There & To/Too/Two
• Misuse of the comma – Diana Hacker Handout 
• Failure to use quotation marks – California State Handout 
• Misuse of the apostrophe - California State Handout 
• Failure to include citations
• Formatted incorrectly

See resources available on my website!!!


