
The Annotated Bibliography
Focusing your Sources



What is the Annotated Bibliography?

"An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, 
articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief 
(usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative 
paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to 
inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the 
sources cited.“ – Cornell University 



Why Frost, Why?

• Annotations help you to really think about the 
purpose of your source
• Helps to ensure quality and accurate source 
material
• Helps to craft and refine your argument and 
support for your argument
• Helps to find holes in your argument



Bibliography vs. Works Cited

•Bibliography – List of sources that you 
worked with or consulted, but didn’t 
necessarily cite in your final paper.
•Works Cited – a list of works directly 
referenced in the composition of your 
paper.



Fine.  Now What?

• MLA Format – Citations must be properly 
formatted.  

• Use automatic citation tool from GALE or 
other academic resources.

• If using a source that is not from these 
services…
• Make sure it is a reliable source
• Use “Citation Machine” to help you cite

Works Cited Example



Annotations

• Your annotations will consist of 3 parts:
• Establish the context of the source 

• i.e. a brief summary/overview of the source
• Examine how the source will support the 

argument
• Establish and offer credibility to the source 

and authors of the source

Citations are double spaced

Annotations are single spaced



Requirements

• You PROBABLY/SHOULD have way more than 5 sources.  You can pick and 
choose which sources to include in your annotated bibliography as long as 
they meet the requirements below.

• Annotated Bibliography must include your 5 sources.
• 2 Online (This can include sources/journals from GALE)
• 2 Print Sources
• 1 Academic Journal



Timeline

• Researching and notecards are ONGOING!!!
• Annotated Bibliographies are due by 1/31 

@ 2pm.
• Submit via my website, as a PDF.  Same 

submission rules as your abstracts.  
• E-mail or print submissions will not be 

accepted under any circumstances.  
• Lots of info and resources on my website
• Plan ahead


